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s our faith about; 1900 years ago, brought Intg
of our raiti body of believers known as the

Church of God, .nd unto Peter the apostle, said.
wrcn C ~ A A e
«Upon this rock, (and “who1s a rock, save oyg

G d ) I Sanl. ?2‘32) \Vlll I buﬂd fny Church;
od. B ile &= x - :
.nd the gates of hell shall not prevail against :

it.>—Mat. 16:18.
As we glance back through the centuries '~

v the aid of the Holy Scriptures, we may view
tl;e Master at the great task of building a house
for God. the Church of the living God; a build-
ing which has withstood the ravages of time, the ™~
persecution of the pagan-Roman emperors, and
the terrible devastations of the so-called Holy
Roman Empire; yet a building, a church, a body
of believers, against which even the gates of hell
has not prevailed, and never shall prevail.

The question may be asked, as one looks
over the religious world, and views the hundreds
of wrangling, sects, professors of the lowly

- Nazarene, “Which is the body of believers
through which God works?”’

:T here can be but one answer to such a
questflon as this. The church which Jesus foun g

ed will be the same kind of church as when He

existance 3a
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As we Mlldy the ptiﬂ'ﬂt ol s
the Church, we learn that the fram SWOrK ©

[ 8o
1
-
P

apostolic m odel was upon thl
twelve, the seventy, and the_ rven
prayerfully the steps taken by esus as ne
ized the primitive body, a wnn
shine upon our pathway; foi_.’n‘[ v
upon the pathway of those who ke
at His word, In which He promised that
‘hat followeth me shall not walk in ¢
shall have the light of life.”—John 8:12.
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Before Jesus dared to launcl
organization of the ChurCh Qf |
out into a mountain to pray, anc

night in prayer to God. And whet
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He called unto Him His dt‘QIRIES‘ _'
He chose twelve, whom He named
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Luke 6:12, 13. & " s
These twelve were sent forth by J
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with a divine commission still bin
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consecrated followers today: “Preacl

dom of God, and heal the 'siti:k.”:; Lu.9
From the record given in Acts of the Apostles,
we learn that these twelve understood their dut: a
to be giving themselves “continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word.”—Acts 6:4..
In the second step of the organization

program, ‘‘The Lord appointed other seventy
also.” and sent them forth to preach the gospel
and heal the sick, dispatching them also by two
and two, as he had done with the twelve.—
Luke 10:1. '

~ The third step in the divine model organi-
zation was the selection of the seven, chosen by
the brethren, under the divine guidance of the




h._'.._-ACts 6:1-6. ,
f the Churchl: T orders of Office,

these & Church Of GOd’ by

e PaT | ostOIiC. -
was. ‘bu.llde;d tﬁ:{ iﬁe Holy Spirit. Can we dare

M&Ster Bllilder,, and not
del and pattern af.

- ot el accepting remainder of
the practice, the teaching, and the ot
abipoh long as he was in the
s the light of the world. Let his fol.
1owers follow his light, in precept, and in ex-
amplé,-' as '_o_be'dien't children!
That the apostolic office was to continue,
" we cannot question, when we notice the prompt-
ness in which the eleven again completed the
original number twelve by the selection of Mat-
thias to take the place of Judas.—Acts 1:23,26.
< ‘That the Holy Spirit acknowledged the se-
“lection of Matthias, and numbered him as an
apostle, we readily see by reading in Acts, 6:2,

. where the apostles are again numbered as
twelve. —Acts 6:2.

;i?ﬁ: oi; the chu.rch.And he killed James the
. ' O JOhl"l Wlth the sword.’’ (ACtS 8. 1 ,2)

ain brought the apostolic number

en., ‘and no ‘doubt under the con-

- the enemies of the



of Christ; for we read that the disciples Barnabas
and Paul were called apostles; hence, would have
been called to the apostolic. office sometime prior

to A. D. 45. ——Acts 14:14. |
As the severe persecutions and ravages a-

gainst the Church continued, others from
among the apostles must have fallen in

martyrs’ death; for in the record found in Gal-
atians, 1:18,19, Paul styles James the' Lord’s
brother as one of the apostles. This was about

A. D. 58, about 25 years after the organization
of the church and the origin of the apostolic '

office.
About 60 A I Paul styles Andronicus

and ]uma, as those who are of note among the
apostles; a'so 1 Thessalonians, 1:1, lists Paul,

‘Silvanus, and Timothy as being the writers of
the epistle, and in second chapter, verse 6, they

intimate that they are apostles of Christ.”
- From the divine recordings we cannot

“doubt that the apostleship was continued during
the greater part of the first century. However, in
"A. D. 70, with the destruction of Jerusalem, by
the Roman army under Titus, the church was

‘dispersed, being persecuted and driven into all
corners of the world by the persecutors of the

Jewish nation. During these great persecutions,
no doubt the apostolic office fell in disuse, for

the apostles could not meet after the death of
each one to select a successor, being dispersed
far and near, and under fear of death at any
time from the enemics of the church.

With the destruction of Jerusalem, and the
closing of the Sacred Canon, authentic church
history closes for several decades, and the noted







5 that the gift of miracles 18 desivables
should the apostolic of fice be deemed uns

and lete, O ide Of the Chﬂlﬂm di
h > 1f God has set apostles it Jure
_ho are we that we should refuse to aceapt g g
along WIth the othet workets It war A
N
in the body, the church? .
That apostleS, along Wl‘th pfoP ets ‘H
gelists, pastors, and teachers, wete m Ay,
and still remain as essenttal as ever, v \ay t
lize from Ephes1ans, 4:11-13, in which
states that Christ ‘‘gave s0me, e8)
some, prophets' and some, evai '
some pastors and teachers, for thc »3 h

nd 2 als
Then; *

. the unity of the faith, and of

of the Son of God, unto a ‘ 1

measure of the stature o 2. 488 #
Should we refuse then to t

tolic organization again into the Churel
just because some organization hu

into dlsrepute‘? Should we refuse the truths
| nce of the righteous, tho

bath, and the many others, whicl
of Christendom have incorporated witl _
semi-truths, and false doctrines? Or should we,

once we are brought face to face Wlth thls truth

in the primitive church practice, again reestab:
lish the church on the old foundation, which our

Saviour established in the be sginning?

In Revelatlons, 19 / s S, (8 l\( Hd t‘l( \ (m ¢S
of the multitude praising God, saying, “Let us
‘ be glad and rejou s .:md s‘l\( honor to l\\m h\l




- .~ [amb is come, and his wife
he marriage of the Lam .
;zaeth made herself ready. In the following

ht to view the vision o©

Yes, dear reader, there is a preparation

vork to do. The bride has to make herself‘ready
for she is not ready now. But, at the coming of
the bridegroom, she will be prepared, a_nd‘the
Lamb will ‘‘present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing,” but it shall “be holy and without blem-
ish.”—Eph. 5:27. g =

There is one way, and one way only, that
the church can be prepared. Only one way to
make herself ready. Only one way to be a
church without spot, wrinkle, or blemish, but
holy, a glorious body. The prophet has pointed
out the way! May we follow! f

“Thus saith the Lord,Stand ye in the ways,
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find
rest for your souls.”—Jer. 6:16.

May we find faith and grace to take our
stand for the apostolic Church of God, in name.
practice, faith, zeal, power, purity, charity, and
organization;that, as the bride of Christ. we mav
be ready, without spot, wrinkle, blemish, or anv
suc‘h thing, but be a glorious, holy body. in
which the Lord will delight, f '

The grace ot our Lord Jesus Christ be with




v And the dragoll Wne o raged gl e .,
and went aw ay 10 mako Wikt mﬁv,;u,ltml; (fyfe b PErmrie”
der of het soed, who
Grod, and have (Lo test J
and I fell bofore his ool 1O worship

have the t‘fostimn ny ol Jesll _
the test‘immnﬂol' Tosus 18 Lho gttt af (s pr
ecy.) Rev. fo: 10, ddmphatio Lricglotts

wiar s the Loglimony of _ .
ose (WO PRASHEES o Y.t Us o reftlly
d of (1od with 1e forence {47 AL

subject. We beliove the 1ible s its oW1 Il
\11 ng othor s hjeets. Ao want

tor on this as well
the trath on every i and it we hiave it on
every point W 4 exaniine every point cares
’ at sparately by the word of
at nll pequain (o with the
| well what

lK1now fi11l
a First

view 11 th
examine the wor

God. Thouse who are
Q. Adyen AL

Lbuilt upon these J ,
he dragon 18 Wrob
d, of the woman’s goed, thab

of the w<*>mun’% wee )

a theory 18
we are taught th ab {
remnant, or last en
this can only apply Lo (hose
who are living 11 the last: days, a8 (hey are the
remanant, or last end of (he chu el Lecond, We
are taught that this remnant muet haye arnony
them the spirit of prophecy ity order to have e
testimony of JoOsUs; and as they (5 1. Adventizte)

seonle who keep the commandments
ig gpirit of prophecy, they are
ONLY vemnant of (Jod'#
, y he saved W€

people upon eat
must identify ourseive
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